Isolation and partial sequencing of a pancreatic polypeptide-like neuropeptide from the liver fluke, Fasciola hepatica.
1. A pancreatic polypeptide (PP)-immunoreactive neuropeptide has been isolated and partially sequenced from the liver fluke, Fasciola hepatica. 2. Gel permeation chromatography of an acid ethanol extract of cattle flukes showed that the peptide is similar in size to mammalian (bovine) PP. 3. The Fasciola peptide was purified to homogeneity by means of reverse-phase HPLC, employing different column chemistries. 4. The purified peptide was sequenced using automated gas-phase Edman degradation and the first 24 amino acid residues determined.